














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































                                                                                                                                                       
13	There	are	many	debates	about	the	nature	of	the	relevant	kind	of	explanation,	as	well	as	on	its	
precise	relationship	to	grounding.	I	bracket	these	debates	here,	hoping	the	point	I	want	to	make	is	
neutral	on	them.		
	
14	Alternatively,	the	very	existence	of	material	objects	could	be	denied.	This	would	of	course	be	a	
much	more	radical	view	(though	certainly	one	defended	by	some	metaphysicians,	e.g.	Ladyman	and	
Ross	2007),	and	not	one	in	which	sums	of	properties	are	used	to	account	for	material	objects.	This	
view	is	not	subject	to	the	space-occupation	argument,	since	as	noted	my	target	is	only	views	on	
which	material	objects	can	be	assayed	in	terms	of	bundles	of	properties,	not	views	on	which	there	
are	no	material	objects.	
	
15	This	work	was	supported	by	the	French	National	Research	Agency’s	grant	ANR-17-EURE-0017,	
as	well	as	by	grant	675415	of	the	European	Union’s	Horizon	2020	Research	and	Innovation	
program.	For	comments	on	an	earlier	draft,	I	am	indebted	to	Jonathan	Schaffer.	I	have	also	
benefited	from	presenting	the	paper	at	a	June	2017	conference	on	composition	at	Collège	de	
France;	I	am	grateful	to	the	audience	there,	in	particular	Alexandre	Guay,	Ghislain	Guigon,	Olivier	
Massin,	and	Achille	Varzi.	Finally,	I	benefited	also	from	discussing	some	of	the	central	ideas	in	my	
Spring	2017	ENS	seminar	on	the	metaphysics	of	properties;	I	am	grateful	to	my	students	there,	in	
particular	Sophia	Arbeiter,	Nicolas	Chargelegue,	Géraldine	Carranante,	Lylian	Paquet,	Victor	
Tamburini,	Samuel	Zamour,	and	especially	Michele	Impagnatiello.	
